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REF:  State  42680 

1.1 . (SBU)  EconOffs  delivered  ref tel  demarche  informing  the  GOP  that 
Pakistan  will  remain  on  the  Priority  Watch  List  to  Imran  Ali 
Director  (U.S.),  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  Syed  Bukhari, 
Director  General,  Intellectual  Property  Organization  of  Pakistan  on 
April  29. 

12.  (SBU)  Ali  and  Bukhari  were  not  surprised  that  Pakistan  will 
remain  on  the  Priority  Watch  List.  Ali  asked  what  needed  to  be  done 
for  Pakistan's  301  status  to  change.  EconOffs  explained  that 
enacting  data  protection  legislation  and  continuing  to  strengthen 
enforcement  efforts  are  the  two  most  important  areas.  Bukhari  was 
receptive  to  working  on  a list  of  action  items. 

13.  (SBU)  Separately,  the  Director  General  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  a pharmaceutical  company  representative  each  reported  that  the 
foreign  and  domestic  pharmaceutical  companies  have  agreed  on  a 
definition  of  "new  chemical  entity"  for  the  data  protection 
legislation  after  two  years  of  intermittent  discussions.  With  this 
definition  agreed  to  at  last,  the  long-delayed  data  protection 
legislation  will  now  return  to  the  Ministry  of  Law  before  going  to 
the  Cabinet  for  approval.  If  approved  in  the  Cabinet,  the 
legislation  will  go  to  the  National  Assembly  and  then  to  the  Senate. 

Bukhari  said  he  preferred  to  enact  the  data  protection  legislation 
as  an  executive  ordinance  so  that  Pakistan  would  have  progress  to 
show  at  a midterm  301  review.  (Note:  Ordinances  do  not  require 

National  Assembly  approval.  End  note.) 

1.4.  (SBU)  Comment:  Should  Bukhari  fail  in  his  bid  to  get  the  data 
protection  enacted  as  an  ordinance,  the  approval  process  through  the 
National  Assembly  could  be  protracted.  Given  that  the 
pharmaceutical  lobbies  have  already  weighed  in,  however,  we  are 
hopeful  that  even  the  legislation  will  move  relatively  quickly. 

Post  will  follow  up  with  Bukhari  to  develop  and  implement  with  the 
GOP  a list  of  IPR  action  items.  End  Comment. 
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